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Occaſion d by his Lordſhip's Speech on the 


Firſt Article of Impeachment againſt 


Dr. HENRY SACHEVERELL. 


My Lo xp, 


HE Terrour of your Name alone once did 
wonders in France, the very Sound with- 
SH out Unchriſtian Bloodſhed, and Slauther 


could procure a compleat Victory: I 
hope your Lordſhip will not be leſs Famous in 


Polemicks, that your Fame may be as loud for the 


Latter, as your ſuppos'd Anceſtors were for their 
everlaſting Triumphs over the Enemies of their 
Country; let a Glorious Emulation make your 

A 2 Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip endeavour, to be as Famous for your 
Ingenuity, as they were for Cutting of Throats ; 
this, as I do not in the leaſt queſtion, ſo I expect 
but to add one more to the Number of thoſe, 
whom your Lordſhip's perſpicacity and diſcern- 
ing Judgment has laid Proſtrate at your Feet. 
It is with the Expectations of this Conqueſt, 
that I willingly meet my Fate, as glad to fall by 
the Hands of ſo great an Adverſary, to ſhare the 
ſame Fate with poor Sacheverell, and both to Lie 
in the ſame Common Grave ; it's evident to all 
who Read your Lordſhip's Speech, The Solidi- 
ty which ſo ſtrengthens every Line, that the 
greateſt Aſſault can never ſhake it's firm Baſis, but 
Unmoveable as a Rock ſhall defie the many At- 
tempts of Truth and Reaſon, to Subvert it, 
which raiſes a juſt wonder in me, that any ſhould 
offer to Aſſault you after ſo obſolete a Method, 
which always prov'd unſucceſsfull with a party. 
I never knew of any Govern'd otherwiſe than by 
Prejudice, Intereſt, and Humour, in all my Life. 
It would be thought, my Lord, the Effects of 
Madneſs, and the utmoſt extremity of Folly to 
perſwade a tir d jade to perform it's Journey 
' Syllogiltically, talk Rationally to an Ass, or 

Preach Morality to a Brute, nor would it bz leſs 
Improper to endeavour to Convince ſome Men 
by true Arguments, for which Reaſon, my Lord, 
Iſhall forbear ſo raſn a Eiterprize, and proceed 
another way, but as impenetrable as your Lord- 
ſhip ſtands, tho I have neither ſtrength nor Ca- 


pacity to make any Impreſſion on ſo great a Man, 


L may at leaſt, like an Engineer, find out the 
weakeſt part, to direct others . 
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68) 
full attack, which is the utmoſt of my Ambition 
or Aim. Your Lordſhip begins with the Re- 
flections on a Noble Lord, who among other 
ſtrange things, mention'd Bilhop's Voting 
contrary to their Doctrines ; which, my Lord, 
is ſo far from being ſtrange, that nothing is be- 
come more Common; your Lordſhip cannot be 
Ignorant of the Truth of this Reflection; one 
very near to your Lordſhip, confirming the Truth 
of that unhappy Charge; for my part, no Body 
can be more ſorry than my ſelf, that ſuch Scan- 
dal ſhould be given to our Church; butI would 
not have your Lordſhip take any offence, as if 
I thought you one of that Number ; but at the 
ſame time tho the Impreſſion of your Fidelity 
to our Religion is ſo fx'd in my Mind, that 
nothing leſs than Apoſtatizing, like that Pious 
Arch-Biſhop Milliamt, can wipe it out, yet ſome 
who have not that due Eſteem for you, as my 
ſelf may entertain a harſh Opinion of your In- 
tegrity, which makes me highly concern'd for 
the Honour of a Biſhop of our Church. My 
Lord, I have examin'd the Paſſages quoted by 
the Doctor in his Tryal, and the forgoing Lines, 
nor do find ſuch Inſincerity in Tranſcribing of 
them, as you would Inſinuate; if ſome few were 
ſerv'd in that manner, it was an Impolitick Acti- 
on, when ſo many Men were left Unobſerv'd 
equally Learned and Pious, ho gave no oppor- 
tunity to be thus Miſrepreſented and could do 
himasmuch Service as the other, it's therefore very 
improbable that ſuch fraud ſhould be practiſed, 
when there was ſo little occaſion for it, it would 
be an attempt worthy your Lordſhips Name and 
| Character, 
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Character, to prove all the Paſſages mention'd, 
Falſe and Conterfeit, or that they were contrary 
to what they ſaid; if this could be done, I ſhould 
bid farewell to Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, 
as alſo the Veneration and Eſteem I had for thoſe 
Prelates, but as this has not been perform'd by 
any in citing the counter Pages, nor yet by your 
bare Aſſertion, I ſhall defer to Entertain ſo ill an 
Opinion of them, this makes me heartily Sorry 
to ſee your Lordſhip labour to Ruin their Cha- 
racters at once, by thoſe Foul Aſperſions; But 
in the peruſing your Lordſhip's Speech, this very 
Paragraph made me Reflect on the Unaccountable 
alterations of the Times, how contrary the Spi- 
Tit of our Modern Biſhops is to the Humour of 
the Primitive Ages; they are not now as the 
Chriſtians formerly were for Autiquicy, but ſo 
prone to Innovations that they are not content 
to make new alterations in our Religion, and the 
State, but our Language too mult ſuffer the 
awkward trial of their Skill; The word Eventual, 
my Lord, I am confident is as new as the Do- 
Qrine of Reſiſtance, and like that made to ſerve 
a turn when ſomething .elſe fail'd you; But 
jeſt this Digreſſion ſhould be Impertinent, I 
ſhall no farther inſiſt upon it, but only deſire 

your Lordſhip to Speak Eusliſb for the Future. 
I own with your Lordſhip, this matter is, of 
too tender a Conſequence to be thus roughly 
handled by you; it's not only ſpoil'd by this 
Treatment, but Chriſtianity ſuffers not a little, 
bat with as much Modeſty as you excufe your 
Ability, you will give place to none, for that 
Plainneſs and Sincerity which becomes you (you 
| ought 


6750 
ought to have ſaid one of the moderate party. 
we ſhould then not have been at a loſs, what 
to expect from your Hands.) Then as for your 
incorrectneſs, you need not be in any pain about 
that; you are ſo well known as few will take 
any notice at all of it, We will next examine 
what you deduce from your two Propoſitions, 
the Foundations of this vaſt Superſtructure, 
and too weak I am afraid to ſupport the unweil- 
dy Bulk you raiſe upon it. You confeſs the 
Scripturcs to have made no Exceptions in its 
Precepts of Obedience, that the Rules are laid 
down in the moſt general Terms, but ſtill it's 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that they had no 
reſerve in particular caſes, that they may be 
diſpens'd withal ; if a Father urg'd by a furious 
fit of madneſs ſhould attempt the Death of his 
Son, it's lawful to avoid the Danger by Reſi- 
ſtance, this ſeems to be the force of your Ar- 
gument, which 1s far from proving that general 
Text of Scripture, may be Subject to particular 
E ceptions. As for the Reſiſtan e of a Child 
we muſt conſider that there is an Exemption 
made in in Scripture, we are not to obey con- 
trarx to a Superiour Duty, but the preſerving 
my life againſt myy Father, is an Obligation 
{ owe the publick, to preſerve one of its Sub- 
Jes againſt an illegal Aſſault, this is above all 
private reſpe& due to my Father mention'd in 
the Scripture, beſides this Reſiſtance is not pro- 
perly a Rebellion againſt him, but only a mo- 
tion of the Animal Spirits, not guided by Rea- 
ſon; it's no more, than if in Convulſive Fit, I 
ſhould hold his Hand to prevent his hitting 


me 
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me in the Face. This Exception as it concerns 
only a brutal, not an Human Action, is Foreign 
to our purpoſe, or the meaning of that Com- 
mandment ; therefore, my Lord, you have not 
prov'd that where the Scripture delivers a 
precept without any Exception in any part of 
the Sacred Writ is left to our Diſcretion to 
make one, where, when, and how we pleaſe, 
this Aſſertion tends not only to the diſſolving 
one ſimple Article of our taith, but all the 
Morality of the Bible; a latitude of this Na- 
ture, would open a way to excuſe the worſt of 
Villains, as well as expoſe the weakneſs of the 
Book it ſelf in not providing better to prevent 
thoſe Miſchiefs. | 

Thus I hope the next time your Lordſhip Votes 
in ſo Honourable an Aſſembly, you will conſider 
how well worth every Article of our Religion 
is contending for, like a well manag'd Machine 
pull out but one Pin, and the whole runs Diſ- 
orderly and Confus'd. That the Supreme Power 
is not in the King, you would prove from Sir 
Thomas Smith who ſaith, that the moſt high and 
Abfolute Power of the Realm conſiſteth in Par- 
liament, the Parliament can give Forms of Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown, It's manifeſt that he 
ſpeaks here only of the Legiſlature, that the 
higheſt Legiſlative Power is in the King, Lords 
and Commons. But, my Lord, tho I may not 
be ſo happy in Diſtinctions as ſome. of the 
College of Biſhops, tho' I am not fo ſubtle a 
Sophilt as the moſt ſtrict forms of Words can- 


not hold me, I can eaſily make a Diſtinction 
between 


(24 
between the Supream Irreſiſtible, and the Su- 
pream Legiſlative Power, nor be put to ſuch a 
Difficulty to find an Evaſion to make my O- 
pinion appear tolerable as you can in ſome of 
your Writings. The Legiſlative Power in Ger- 
many is lodg'd with the Inferiour Princes; the 
Emperor has no Authority there, but ſtill he 
is the Supream Irrefiſtible Power, tho' he en- 
joys not the Exerciſe of the leaſt Act of Power 
amongſt them; befides you ought to make ſome 
Reparation to the Memory of that great Man 
Sir Thomas Smith, in miſquoting his Words; and 
being now actually Guilty of what you accus'd 
the Doctor of in the beginning of your Speech. 
He could not contradi& ſo many Acts of Par- 
liament which declare the King to be the Su- 
pream Power; this is a point I hope out of that 
reſpect I have for his Character, that he under- 
ſtood better than your ſelf. You have no doubt 
taken the Oaths of Supremacy ; you could not 
but Remember what you have ſo ſolemnly in 
the preſence of God ſworn to ; you'll have the 
Executive Power in the King, that is, he's a 
Slave to his People to put the Laws in Exe- 
cution of their own making. This is ſo far from 
giving him any Power, that it diveſts him of 
all, and levels him with the meaneſt. It's true 
you allow the Prerogative of being Irreſiſtible 
while he Acts according to Law, juſt as a Ser- 
vant may be ſaid to be Untroulable; while he 
Executes his Maſters Commands, he deſerves not 
a banging, a very handſome Colluſion, worthy 
of the diſtinguiſhing pericranium of a Moderate 


B | Biſhop, 
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Biſhop, ſuch as St: Paul (and he was no fooliſh 
Apoſtle) never thought of. Chriſtianity is much 
oblig'd to your Lordſhip, for ſome Principles, 
relating to the State, as it is to ſome of your 


Brethren, for theirs to the Church; But your 


Lordſhip Condeſcends at laſt, that unleſs there 
be a Total Subverſion, it's not allowable to Re- 
ſiſt ; but granting, my Lord, your former Aſ- 
ſertion, viz : That the People are the Supream 
Power, and the King the Executive only; you 
have fo weaken'd your own Conceſſion, that it 
will not ſtand, for if all Power is lodg'd in the 
People, it cannot be Unlawfull for them to uſe 
it on the moſt trifling occaſions, tho' it may be 
Imprudent, which as they are judges of it, con- 
cerns not me, or you, who are era puncta, in re- 
ſpect of that vaſt Collective Body. Beſides I under- 
ſtand not what your Lordſhip means by that 
phraſe, Total Subverſion; do you call Sul- 
penſion for a while of the Laws any ſuch 


thing? Truly, my Lord, I think that God alone, 


who i the Searcher of all Hearts, is the better 
Julge of it. Is not this a tender Caſe, my Lord ; 
if a Man happens to be miſtaken in the Princes 
Intentions, he incurrs that heavy Sentence of 
Eternal Damnation, threatned by St. Paal; I re- 
member your Brother Sarum ſaid, that his Con- 
ſcience would not ſuffer him to conſent to the 
Invifion of this Kingdon, till he was ſatisfy'd, 
that a total Subverſion was defign'd, ſo that you 
have brought the Revolution to ſtand on this 
Tickliſh Point ; If the People are the ſearchers 
of the Hearts of Princes, if their judgments 

l axe 
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are infallible, in the Examination of their In- 
tentions, the Revolution js juſt, but if paſſion 
and prejudice can blind their Underitanding, 
then 1:'s a damnable Rebellion ; thus, my Lord, 


you have, according to the Proverb brongh 
your Hogs to a fine Market ; you have clear] 
Condemn'd the Revolution, inſtead of Defend- 
ing it; fo unfortunate has your Lordſhip been 
in your Inſtances, to uſe Mr. Hoadly's Expreſſi- 
on. I conld, my Lord, to take advantage of 
this Conceſſion, prove your Speech to be a well 


ſtudied heap of Contradictions; and as the Bi- 


ſhop of Sarum ſaid, that acting againſt Law was 
alone Rebellion, and at the fame time juſti- 
fy'd the Rochellers; ſo you by a no leſs Re- 
markable Obliviouſneſs of your Memory have 
run into the ſame nconſiſtency; but as I de- 


ſpute not to get any advantage of your Lord- 


ſhip, but for the ſake of Truth, I ſhall connive 


at ſuch miſtakes, incident to Men whoſe Brains | 


are turn'd. Your Lordſhip, alledges an Inſtance 
in the Rochellers, as a Reſiſtance made by the 
Subjects, to defend their Laws from Violation, 


by the Arbitrary meaſures of their Prince, when 


this could not be their Caſe, who could claim 


no benefit of the protection of their Laws, 


when they had the Supream Legiſlative Power 
againſt them; therefore as your Argument 


proves too much, it proves nothing at all. 


One Expreſſion in your Paragraph, of the Re- 
form'd Churches having God's Altars among 
them ; the concern you ſhew of their being 
vilify'd alaſs, has raisd in ſome, an Indigna- 
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tion againſt your Lordſhip, as if you betray'd 
the Epiſcopal Order, by putting the Presby- 
terian Church on the ſame Foot with it; but 
I cannot believe your Lordſhip, ſo much of a 
Wolf in Sheeps Cloathing, I am fatisfy'd , 
top many of our Church entertain theſe looſe 
Principles: But I believe thoſe words were 
caſually Spoken, you could have no real mean- 
ing (if you have that Sincerity you pretend 
to,) in that unhappy Aﬀertion ; afterwards, if 
you Read the Letter directed to the Biſhop of 
Sarum, you will be convinc'd, that in citing 
Biſhop Bilſon's Authority, you have acted the 
ſuppos'd part of Dr. Sacheverell, for you have 
pick d the beginning and end, but left the mid- 
dle of the Sentence to be paſt over in oblivion. 
The Dean of Carſtile, a Man who has deſerv'd 
fo well of Chriſtianity, and the Common 
Cauſe, has little reaſon to be oblig'd to you; 
His meaning was quite perverted, where he 
fays let others judge, he had before prov'd the 
Doctrine of Reſiſtance on any pretence what- 
ſoever Unlawfull; the matter made ſo plain, 
he refers to the judgment of any diſcerning 
Man. It's only a phraſe of Spzech, it's hard 
to ſqueeze one poor Sentence ten Thouſand 
ways, to make an Author Speak what he ne- 
ver thought, and Nonſenſe in to the bargain. 
Your Lordſhip, next would perſwade us after 
your uſual Rhetorical empty Fouriſhes, that 
there is no diſtinction between an Abſolute, 
and a Limited Monarchy, if the King may not 
be Reſiſted. Is this the Mllotonce z then” ry 
id, 


{43-7 
Lord, Power is not in the People of an abſo- 
lute Monarchy, but only a Limit:d one, that 


when a King conſents to Govern by fix d Rules, 


he is accountable ; ſo that our Kings by grant- 
ing privileges to their Subjects, have loſt their 
Sovereignity, and we are in a happy condition. 
But to leave this, I will return to a free and im- 
partial Examination of your Lordſhip. You are 
pleas'd to ſay there is no diſtinction between 
an Abſolute, and a Limited Monarchy, al- 


lowing the Doctrine of Non-reliſtance ; then 


your Lordſhip grants it to be unlawfull to 
Reſiſt an abſolute Prince, let him act with 
the greateſt Tyranny and Oppreſſion; If then 
only the breaking a few Laws, not the injury 


the Publick receives _—_ ſo mighty a change, 


whence does this proceed? from the nature of 
a compact? then, my Lord, it is not neceſſary 
that the breach on his fide ſhould be men- 
tiond, with the penalty confequent herenp- 
on. Is not this eſſential to a compact, or can a 
Man of you Lordſhip's worth preſume to de- 
ſtroy the plaineſt notions, . and make a Total 


. Subverſion of Reaſon, and your ſelf Reign ab- 


ſolute Tyrant, and uſurper over the Minds of 
the Men. Thus, my Lord, in conſulting the 
abſolute Power of the Prince, you are ſetting 
one up over us, too apt to be inveigled by 
your Eloquence, to believe contradiftions. Thus, 
my Lord, you cannot blame us, if we uſe that 
Liberty which we enjoy, as Ezeliſh free-born 
Men, and reſiſt your Lordſhip's Incroachments. 
I would ask your Lordſhip, whether Religion, 
Honour, and Conſcience are fo alien to the very 


Natures 
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Natures of Princes, that they never feel the 
bleſt effects of their Influence, whether it is 
not ſafer to truſt to that than the precarious 
will, the byaſs'd affections of the populace. How 
eaſily they are perſwaded to Rebellion, Forty one 
is a Witneſs, how eaſily they can conſtrue the 
leaſt Infraction of the Laws, a total Subverſion, 
we have felt by curſt experience, it's a pity 
our Conſtitution ſhould be call'd a happy one, 
if it provides not againſt theſe miſchiefs ; nor 
can it ever proſper with them, being fo un- 
gratefully 'obtain'd ; to ſecure our Liberties, 
our Prince may lay his Crown down at the 
Feet of the Mob, and take it from their hands 
as an act of their Favour, till they pleaſe to re- 
ſume their kindneſs, and withdraw their In- 
dulgence; he then becomes their abject Slave, 
and they Lords paramount, Try and Condemn 
him, nay, what is worſe cut off his Head, for Male- 
Adminiſtration. This, my Lord, is matter of fact, 
nor do we want Men Bloody, Impious, and 
Revengefull enough to act the ſame again; but, 
my Lord, I only beg that Men of your Fun- 
ction, and Order, in the Church, would leave 
that dangerous practice, of inſtilling Princi- 
ples of that nature into the People, to rail at 
Crown'd Heads, and render thoſe ſacred Re- 
. preſentations of the Almighty, the Scorn and 
Contempt of the Vulgar; I never could Un- 
derſtand, my Lord, the tendency of thoſe Men, 
or what their Ambition would carry them 
to. But your Lordſhip's Compariſon between 


a Limited, and an Abſolute Monarchy is mere 
| | cant, 
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cant, you cannot imagine that France, or Tur- 
hey, are more Slaves than we our felves have 
ſometi es been; I always thought it better 
to Periſh by the Diviner Hand of a Monarch, 
than by an overwhelming Faction, in a Rump 
Parliament; and it's more credible if we in- 
ſiſt upon our Honour, to fall Victims of the 
Vice-gerents of the Almighty, than be Sa- 
crific d to the Fury of the Rabble; What- 
ever prerogatives are aſſur'd to the Prince for 
a time, they are rendred ſo precarious, and 
uncertain by the Doctrine of Reſiſtance, that 
2 Crown is rather encumber d, than ſecur'd 
by them; it's better, according to your Lord- 
ſhip, that the Prince ſhould be Govern'd by 
the People, than the People by the Prince; 
theſe are the Bleſſings deriv'd to proſterity, 
ſuch as your Lordſhip, ſo much boaſts of, 
theſe are the Privileges, you Recommend tv 
that Honourable Houſe, to be preſerv'd In- 
violable. They are indeed, my Lord, worth 
preſerving; for is it not exceeding Glorious 
to have no Superiour upon Earth, to be all of 
us, your Lordſhip among the reſt, indepen- 
dant Monarchs; this is the levellingPrinciple, my 
Lord, which not long ago, made us the moſt 
infamous Nation on the face of the Earth, 
and the very Attempt to bring in the ſame a- 
gain, deſerves our Remembrance; the hap- 
pyneſs of Government, always conſiſted in Re- 
ſtraining the inclinations of Men, tending to 


diſſolve the frame, or diſturb the cace of 


Socicty, but this can be no valuable Happi- 
neſs 


( 16 ) 


neſs whi h gives us an equal Liherty of de- 


' poſing the Good, as well as Bad Princes. It 


reduces us to a ſtate of Nature, and often to 
the neceſſity of excluding the Lawfull Heir 
(witneſs King Charles the IT.) the dreadful confe- 
quences of which we have ſufficiently known 
nor can I, my Lord, find that ever we received 
ſach a Frame of Government from our Ance- 
ſtors; our Laws in no place give us ſufficient 
Reaſon to think ſo; nay fo far from rhat, the 


. penalties of Treaſon are denounc'd againſt thoſe 


who pretend to introduce fucha Frame amongſt 
us, which at the beſt can only beggar us; our 
Acts of Parliament have fully. declar'd the con- 
trary, ſo has our Church; and, my Lord, the 
very Oaths your Lordſhip has fo Solemnly 
taken, are Witneſſes againſt you. Your Lord- 
ſhip thinks, Paſſive Obedience an unnecef- 
fary Doctrine, in theſe Times, as if the QUEEN. , 
was Immortal, and we could defie fate to 
make us Miſerable; but, my Lord, the 
QUEEN her ſelf, tho' ſhe is the beſt of 
Women ; our Nation is ſo well known to 
have the Spirit of Contradiction, that the beſt 


of Princes have been Ungratefully us d the Spirit 


of Phanaticiſm, and pretended Maderation is 
ſtill amongſt us, to lay that quiet, and to 
prevent the acting; the ſequel of their old 
play, is a neceſſary work. King Charles the 


Firſt, her Royal Grandfather, was ſo Pious a 


Man, as it's impoſſible that any befides her 
preſent Majeſty could exceed him; yet how 
meuh did we want the Inculcating that uſefull 
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Doctrine; the Sons of Belial were never 
wanting to defame him, wound his Character 
and at laſt Murther him; nor at this* time, 
if we conſider the Diabolical Spirit, Which 
Rules that party, their indelible hatred to 
her whole Family ; can ſhe hope for more 
ſuitable returns; their moſt earneſt profeſſi- 
ons of Loyalty were but the Reverſe of 
what they meant: In the Reign of King 
James, it Hyprocriſie had not the greateſt 
aſcendant over them, their Addreſſes, and 
their Flattery could never have arriv'd to 
ſuch an height. Your Lordſhip, then might 
have enlarg'd on this Copious Subject, with 
1 ſome probability on your Side; but ſince 
= theſe evident Demonſtrations of their Trea- 
chery and perfidy, theſe pompous harangues 
ſigniße juſt nothing at all, Your Lordſhip 
ſeems with ſo much Earneſtneſs to tecom- 
mend ſomewhat really of the moſt pro- 
digious concern -to us all, but when we Ex- 
amine into it, we find it's only a Chimera, 
what our Kingdom never had, unleſs in 
Times of Anarchy and Confuſion z your 
Lordſhip, would caſt the greater Odium on 
the Doctrine, as if none but Jacobites em- 
brac'd it. If all the maintainers. of that 
Doctrine were ſuch Enemies to the Govern- 
ment, it would be ſoon at an End ; what 
Number of Addreſſes, my Lord, are daily. 
ſent to the QUEEN in favour of it, if 
all theſe were Friends to the Chevalier, 
C what 
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what a ſtrong and Numerous party has he 
got here? 


You have ſo much Charity for the Pri- 
ſoner as not to believe that he meant to 
carry things to ſuch an height, but ſtill 
under the notion of Falſe Brotherhood, 
advantage may be taken againſt our Con- 
ſtitution; this I could never underſtand ; 
does your Lordſhip mean that our Conſti- 
tution cannot be preſervd without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of thoſe Falfe Brethren, or that 
thofe odious Calumnies enrage the Mob a- 
gainſt the Miniſtry, which in time may 
hazard the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion? If the firſt, then, my Lord, you 
have caſt the worft Colour on the Con- 
ſtitution, that it can't be, or is ſupported 
by none but Men, endued with Hypocri- 
tical Sanctity, and no principle of Ho- 
nonr, or Honeſty ; but if the ſecond, then 
your Lordſhip would have the World be- 
lieve that their Characters are Suſpicious, 
that their guilt makes them Jealous of 
the Peoples Rage and Fury; it muſt be thus, 
or I cannot ſee how Preaching againſt Falſe 
Brethren can endanger the Conſtitution : 
In the beginning of her Majeſty's Reign, 
the Miniſtry lay under no ſuch ſuſpicions 
from the Church party; the Government 
ſabſifted, nay Flouriſhed then with full as 
much Reputation abroad as it docs wy 

| an 


(19) 
and thoſe were the Ornament of the Church, 
and State both. Wide enough from the pur- 
poſe, You bring in their Schiſm, as if for 
want of real Arguments, Sly Reflections 
muſt ſupply the place; but, my Lord, their 
Schiſm was not ſo unjuſtifiable before the 


Death of —— —— as to deſerve that hard 
cenſure, you paſs'd on them; Mr. Dodwell, 
one of thoſe Separatiſts you ſo loudly Ex- 
claim againſt has fully Confuted that 
Errour of Refuſing our Communion pure- 
ly to avoid joyning in Prayer for the 
QUEEN. They did it on another foor, 
viz, The Lay Deprivation of the Biſhops, 
a Schiſm which certainly is the moſt par- 
donable of any, if we conſider that the 
whole Catholick Church was Guilty of it, 
in the pureſt Ages, when there was occati- 
on offer d; how often does Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtories mention as unaccountable things 
as theſe? nor do I find the Nonjurors to 
have been negligent, in proving the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of it, with as much or more 
learning perhaps than fome Body was ever 
maſter of. Firſt, my Lord, prove theirs to 
be a Schiſm, before you Raſhly pronounce 
it the moſt unaccountable one that ever was 
heard of. What they have done ' ſince 
I have no hand in, I leave it to thoſe 
who perſiſt in it to defend ; but the firſt, 
was not ſo much out of Ambition, as to 
aſſert the Rights of Chriſtianity, which 
ſince the Reformation have been for the 
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moſt part betray d; to ſtand up for your 
Order, my Lord, tho they meet with this 
return from your hands, however they may 
diſſent from the policies of theſe Times 
and the new maxims of Government, they 
are ſtill Men of Honeſty, and Integrity, nor 


have they complied with the Impiety of the 


Times, to Curſe God and dye; your Lord- 
ſhip, next to as little purpoſe tells us of the 
diſaffection of ſome to the Government, 
and their Seditious Pamphlets, then ſeri- 
ouſly enquire whether theſe are Friends to 
the Government, No, my Lord, they bid 
open defiance to it, but {till they are not 
the only Aſſertors of the Doctrine of Paſ- 
ſive Obedience; Falſe Brotherhood, I con- 
feſs is an heavy Imputation, but as the 
Doctor applyed it to no particular Per- 
ſons, but invieghed againſt it in general 
Terms, our Laws by innacndo's can take no 
advantage of his Perſon. It's certainly, my 
Lord, the greateſt Tyranny to have a Jury 
fit upon a Man's Thoughts, to Condemn 
him, for only ſuppos'd Sedition; why is 
Falſe Brotherhood more exempted from 
Preaching. againſt than other Vices; cer- 
tainly, my Lord, a Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpel onght to exhort againſt every thing 
Immoral and Scandalous; but Hypocriſy 
is ſo prevailing a Sin every where as ex- 
cuſes a more vehement handling than or- 
„ res kh F dinary: 
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dinary : Your Lordſhip cannot deny thoſe 
to be Falſe Brethren, who frequent our 
Communion, for a place; who pretend 
Moderation, but in all their Votes and 
Actions are againſt the Eſtabliſh'd Church; 
theſe, my Lord, the Priſoner might mean“; 
there was latitude enough without includ- 
ing the Miniſtry ; what reaſon is there to 
apply it to them? is not the very Suſpi- 
cion a greater reproach to the Miniſtry, than 
any the Doctor flung upon it? Again your 
Lordſhip blames the Doctor, not for ex- 
preſſing the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience 
in general Terms', but endeavouring to 
clear the Revolution of that Reſiſtance. Is 
this ſo great a Crime, my Lord, or does 


it derogate from the Honour. of the Re- 


volution. Is it the Glory of the Revolu- 
tion, that the Supream Power was Reſiſt- 
ed? if not, there could be no Reflection on 
the Revolution in his Sermon. 


My Lord, I ſhall conclude this trouble- 
ſome work with only this Remark ; That 
you. have not Explain'd what the Primitive 
Chriſtians mean by their Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, nor any where concern'd your ſelf 
with it, as an Article of our Faith; fo 
that you have given very little Satisfaction 
to the World, in your Speech, nor one 
es | Tolerable 
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Tolerable Reaſon why the Doctor, ( whoſe t 
Honeſty and Stedfaſtneſs has much exceed- 
ed many of our B ps) ſhould be Con- 
demn d. f 1 


J am your Lordſhip's 
moſt Obedient Servant 7. J. 
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